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ROAR II  OF  EDUCATION  OF  THE  HLIND 

H.  KENNETH  McCOLLAM,  Executive  Secretary 

Established— 1893.  Statutory  authority— Chapter  174,  General  Statutes 
Central  Office— 165  Capitol  Avenue,  Hartford,  Tel.  JAckson  7-6341 
Average  number  of  full-time  employees— 58 
Expenditures  1%0- 1 961—  Recurring  operating  expenditures,  $619,238; 

Capital  outlay,  $5,426 

Organization  structure— Three  divisions:  Adult  Services;  Business  Admin- 
istration; Children’s  Services 


• 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the  Blind  is  the  oldest  independent  governmental 
agency  for  the  blind  in  the  country  and  since  it  was  founded  in  1893  it  has 
provided  continuous  service  to  the  blind  of  Connecticut. 

Although  the  education  of  the  blind  is  a major  function,  the  Board  provides 
many  other  services  such  as  vocational  rehabilitation,  vending  stand  and  busi- 
ness enterprise  programs,  home  teaching,  home  industries  and  sales  of  articles 
made  by  the  blind,  social  case  work,  supplemental  relief  services,  distribution 
of  talking  book  machines  and  recreational  activities. 

The  Board  maintains  a register  of  blind  persons  which  presently  indicates 
3,211  individuals  whose  visual  acuity  is  20/200  or  less  in  the  better  eye  with 
the  best  correction  possible.  Of  this  number  358  are  under  16  years  of  age; 
1.133  between  16  and  60;  and  1,720  are  over  age  60. 

At  the  1961  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  above  basic  definition  of 
blindness  was  established  for  all  services  pertaining  to  blindness.  The  General 
Assembly  also  passed  amendments  to  existing  statutes  which  govern  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Board.  These  amendments  were  for  the  purpose  of  modern- 
izing the  wording  of  the  laws  to  be  more  in  keeping  with  current  regulations 
and  practices.  Included  with  these  amendments  was  a statement  of  confidentiality 
of  privileged  information  contained  in  case  records  of  clients.  Increase  in  tuition 
payments  from  $1,700  to  $1,900  per  year  for  blind  children  was  necessitated  to 
meet  higher  costs  of  educational  services  in  both  residential  and  public  schools. 
A bill  designed  to  give  a blind  voter  freedom  of  choice  of  one  person  to  ac- 
company him  in  the  voting  booth  was  enacted.  Provision  was  also  made  to 
grant  more  liberal  exemptions  of  earned  income  for  those  individuals  on  Aid 
to  the  Blind.  Legislation  was  enacted  to  permit  the  legal  means  of  establishing 
eye  banks  in  the  state  and  regulations  were  adopted  for  the  donation  of  eyes 
for  the  purpose  of  corneal  transplant  surgery. 

Cooperative  relations  with  the  Connecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind  have  been 
strengthened  through  the  establishment  of  a new  working  agreement  with  the 
Trades  Department  at  Wethersfield  by  which  the  Board  will  assist  in  defraying 
costs  of  maintaining  sheltered  workshop  facilities  through  a fee  system  for  blind 
persons  employed  in  the  shop. 


Division  of  Adult  Services 

VOCATIONAL  REHABILITATION.  The  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Section 
works  under  a federal-state  program  designed  to  provide  specialized  services  to 
blind  individuals  16  years  of  age  and  over.  During  the  fiscal  year  62  clients  were 
rehabilitated  and  placed  in  gainful  employment.  The  jobs  found  for  these  clients 
ranged  from  unskilled  factor)'  work  to  employment  as  darkroom  technicians, 
self  employment  opportunities  and  professional  fields  of  work.  Also  during  the 
1961  fiscal  year,  there  were  151  new'  cases  referred  and  of  these,  79  were  ac- 
cepted for  rehabilitation  services. 

The  agency  employment  records  indicate  that  there  are  568  persons  within 
the  definition  of  blindness  currently  employed  in  the  state;  165  persons  are 
employed  in  industry  and  403  in  non-industrial  occupations. 

The  cost  of  the  program  for  fiscal  1961  was  approximately  $99,000  of  which 
$53,000  was  contributed  from  federal  funds  and  the  balance,  $46,000,  was  de- 
rived from  state  appropriation  and  allotment  of  agency  funds. 

VENDING  STAND  PROGRAM.  Gross  volume  of  vending  stand  businesses 
amounted  to  $554,232  for  the  past  fiscal  year,  or  an  increase  of  $40,000  over 
the  previous  year,  and  the  net  profits  from  all  sources  was  in  the  amount  of 
$184,564.  Three  new  vending  stands  were  opened  during  the  year.  At  the  end 
of  the  fiscal  year  there  were  28  vending  stands  in  operation,  and  plans  are  being 
made  for  the  immediate  opening  of  two  additional  stands. 

HOME  TEACHING.  Three  hundred  eighty-one  persons  received  home  teach- 
ing services  designed  to  assist  them  in  effective  individualized  adjustment  to 
blindness.  Six  home  teachers,  assisted  by  sighted  guides,  supplied  instruction 
in  braille,  typewriting,  needlecraft,  machine  sewing,  handicraft,  homemaking, 
and  personal  adjustment  to  257  clients.  One  hundred  three  clients  w'ere  visited 
to  promote  home  industry,  and  other  home  services  were  rendered  153.  The 
Harkness  vacation  program  was  expanded  by  doubling  the  vacation  periods 
provided. 

INDUSTRIES  AND  SALES.  This  section  directs  and  supervises  a state-wide 
program  for  homebound  blind  clients.  Items  produced  for  sale  to  the  public  are 
generally  in  the  household  and  gift  categories.  Textiles  and  other  materials  are 
purchased  in  volume  by  the  Board  and  prepared  for  fabrication  by  the  staff  of 
this  section,  along  with  some  volunteer  help. 

Finished  goods  are  sold  by  a specially  trained  sales  staff  in  factories,  com- 
mercial houses,  town  fairs,  schools  and  public  buildings. 

This  year’s  exhibit  sales  in  factories  and  commercial  houses  amounted  to 
$64,355.  This  was  a lesser  amount  of  sales  than  was  anticipated  due  in  great 
measure  to  unemployment  throughout  the  state  during  the  early  fall  and  winter 
of  I960.  Exhibit  sales  were  held  in  233  establishments  throughout  the  state. 
Earnings  to  272  blind  clients  increased  this  past  year  for  a total  of  $23,000. 

SOCIAL  CASE  WORK.  The  casework  unit  of  the  Board  concentrates  efforts 
in  the  fields  of  prevention  of  blindness,  restoration  of  vision  and  adjustment  to 
blindness.  In  the  fiscal  year  1960-61  the  caseworker  had  personal  contact  w'ith 
more  than  160  persons  who  applied  or  were  referred  to  this  state  agency  for 
service.  Casework  interviewing  and  counseling  was  conducted  both  in  the  office 
and  in  the  homes  of  these  persons.  General  supplementary  assistance  has  been 
granted  by  the  caseworker  in  the  total  sum  of  $11,620  for  25  persons  during 
the  past  fiscal  year.  In  addition,  $8,484  was  expended  for  medical  services  to  47 
persons. 


TALKING  BOOK  PROGRAM.  This  agency  is  the  designated  distributor 
for  talking  book  machines  furnished  by  the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington, 
D.  C.  Over  1,000  blind  persons  have  been  loaned  machines  and  borrow  books 
from  the  New  York  Public  Library  for  the  Blind. 

Division  of  Children’s  Services 

This  division  is  designed  to  provide  preschool,  instructional,  consultative,  and 
eye  health  services  to  visually  handicapped  children  on  a state-wide  basis.  Al- 
though its  chief  function  is  the  distribution  of  appropriate  materials  and  the 
provision  of  specialized  counseling  to  legally  blind  children,  this  unit  has  the 
more  inclusive  responsibility  to  assist  within  statutory  limits  all  Connecticut 
children  with  visual  problems  attending  public  or  private  schools  within  or  out- 
side of  the  state.  Again  through  the  joint  efforts  of  both  agencies,  the  annual 
enumeration  of  legally  blind  children  attending  public  schools  was  conducted. 
As  of  January  2,  1961,  204  children  from  kindergarten  through  Grade  12  were 
registered.  As  of  June  1961,  116  children  were  served  by  local  itinerant,  or 
resource  room  programs  in  32  towns.  This  is  an  increase  of  42  children  under 
full-time  local  programs. 


